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LEGACY WA — NINETIETH ANNIVERSARY 

Statement by Minister for Veterans Issues 

MR P.C. TINLEY (Willagee — Minister for Veterans Issues) [2.02 pm]: I rise today to both commend 
Legacy WA on the fantastic work it has been doing in Western Australia since 1928 and congratulate it on its 
ninetieth birthday. For 90 years, Legacy has been caring for the families of those who served their country; looking 
after the widows and families of our veterans. 

Earlier this month I attended, along with my colleague the member for Fremantle, the rededication of the 
Legacy Mother and Child Statue at Monument Hill in Fremantle. On the weekend just gone, I joined the patron of 
Legacy WA, His Excellency the Governor of Western Australia, in attending the gala dinner to celebrate the 
ninetieth anniversary of Legacy. I can report to the house that true to the mission statement of Legacy, this dinner 
was attended by many legatees and beneficiaries of Legacy. 

The origins of Legacy commenced on the front line, in the trenches at Pozières in August 1916. During that battle, 
a corporal by the name of Fred Muller advised his platoon commander of the death of his sergeant, 
“Sergeant Halifax has been killed, sir. We’re going to bury him. Would you care to come along?” When they 
reached his part of the line, there, in a hole in the forepart of the trench, lay the body of his sergeant. Muller took 
off his tin hat and said a few simple words, finishing with, “Never worry, my mate, I’ll look after your missus and 
kids.” In those words lie the fundamental philosophy of Legacy that is still current today: “Don’t worry, friends, 
we’ll look after your widows, your children, your families.” 

I commend Legacy on its ongoing work with veterans and the families of veterans, cognisant of the fact that those 
who return from contemporary theatres of war face new and different issues. Legacy is adapting well to the needs 
of current veterans. As of 2018, Legacy in Western Australia cares for over 6 000 widows and widowers, 46 junior 
legatees and 22 persons with a disability. I am confident that for as long as Australian service men and women risk 
their lives for our nation, Legacy will be there for their families. I acknowledge the good work of the leadership 
of Legacy WA in President Peter Heeney and CEO Rob Ratkovcic, who are in the Speaker’s gallery today. 
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